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Mary Myers, LSCP Director of Business Development 
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• Five years of experience in economic development

• Working toward becoming a Certified Economic Developer 

• Certified Business Service Professional

• Certified in Economic Modeling Specialists

• A notary public



To stimulate and sustain a vibrant regional 
economy by facilitating economic growth and 
prosperity.

Lake Superior Community Partnership Mission
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Connecting with Businesses Virtually
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• Grant and loan assistance 
• Unemployment support
• Finances
• Marketing & promotion 
• Northstar Employee Assistance Program 

Business Services
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Our team has put together a few ideas that you can work through as a 
business owner to help ease some strain on your business.

Crisis Checklist for Your Business
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What’s Next

• SBAM Partnership

• Strategies for economic restart

• Local support programs



Mary Myers, Director of Business Development
mary@marquette.org l  906.373.9787

Brooke Quinn, Business Development Representative 
bquinn@marquette.org l  313.434.1191

Ashley Szczepanski, Director of Marketing
ashley@marquette.org l  906.250.0512

Emily Tardiff, Marketing Coordinator
etardiff@marquette.org l  906.241.4710

Megan O’Connor, Outreach Coordinator
megan@marquette.org l  989.513.0148

Need assistance? 
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MEDC Small 
Business Relief 
Grant Program 

MEDC Small 
Business Relief 
Loan Program

MEDC 
Expansion of 

Business 
Accelerator Funds 

Expansion of 
Capital Access 

Funding through 
North. Initiatives

Michigan 
Strategic Fund 
Awardee Relief 

Initiative

Michigan State 
Pre-Seed III Fund

MEDC COVID-
19 Mobility 

Solutions Grant

MEDC COVID 
19 Virtual 

Procurement

Michigan Liquor 
Control Spirits 

Buy Back Program

Facebook Small 
Business Grants 

Program

Intuit 
QuickBooks  

Small Business 
Relief Initiative

Ogden 
Newspapers 
Community 

Grant Program

International 
Trade Program 

and STEP 
Expansion

2nd Stage Growth 
Solutions 

Michigan Site 
Readiness Grant 

Extention

Questions: info@update906.com

mailto:info@update906.com




Workgroup Focus:

1. What businesses should come on line first; 

2. How do we strategically bring business back on-line; and

3. What best practices should business embrace to come back on-

line.



“The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word

'crisis'. One brush stroke stands for danger; the other for

opportunity. In a crisis, be aware of the danger–but

recognize the opportunity” - John F. Kennedy
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Laura Marohnic- Michigan Small Business Development Center 
Regional Director 

– Growth Specialist

– Export Certified Specialist

– Financial Analysis

– Funding Solutions

– Business Acquisition

lmarohn@mtu.edu

mailto:lmarohn@mtu.edu


Upper Peninsula SBDC

Michigan Small Business 

Development Center



Michigan SBDC Customer Groups

New Ventures

Existing Businesses

Growth Companies

Advanced Technology 

Companies



Michigan SBDC Services

• No cost 1:1 business consulting

• Business education

• Information-based planning through (secondary) 

market research

• Technology commercialization

• Export early stage



Michigan SBDC 

Business Education
Take advantage of in-person and online learning opportunities for entrepreneurs. The 

MI-SBDC offers a variety of trainings presented by experienced professionals who 

can help you start and grow your business. 

Register at SBDCMichigan.org/training

Topics Include:
• Starting a Business
• Business Plan
• Financial and Accounting
• Customer Relations
• Government Contracting
• Internet and Social Media
• Legal
• Management
• Marketing and Sales



COVID 19 NEXT STEPS

Cash Flow Management Help

with

Lance Wolfe

Wondering how to manage Cash Flow during these weird 
times? We will take a granular look at how to figure out how 
to plan your cash for the coming months! Join Lance Wolfe, Sr. 
Business Consultant with the U.P. Small Business 
Development Center for this informative "how-to" workshop!

April 15th & 22nd at Noon- Webinar.



COVID 19 NEXT STEPS

Marketing & Pivoting

with

Nicole Young Potvin

Are you stuck in a marketing Funk? Not quite sure what to do since COVID-

19? This webinar will provide you a new prospective on marketing techniques 

and ideas to pivot your current business model fit for the future! Join Nicole 

Young, our UP SBDC marketing guru to move you out of Funk and into Full of 

new customers!

April 16th & 23rd at Noon- Webinar.



COVID 19 NEXT STEPS

AR & AP Strategies

with

Daniel Yoder

Perplexed with Payments to vendors and suppliers? Not sure of the 'who's 

and what's and when's' of payments? Or are you Nervous about Collecting 

payments from customers-- not knowing what to expect in the coming 

months? Join Daniel Yoder, Sr. Business Consultant with the U.P. SBDC 

as we discuss A/R & A/P Strategies for these interesting times!

April 17th & 24th at Noon- Webinar.



Meet Your Team

• Lance Wolfe-Sr. 
Business Consultant
– Business Start Up

– Business Training

– Business Planning

– Funding Solutions

– Business Acquisition

lwolfe@mtu.edu



Meet Your Team

• Joshua Billington-Sr. Business 
Consultant

– Social Media

– Main Street

– Business Start Up

– Funding Solutions

– Business Retention

– Marketing

billingtj@mtu.edu

mailto:billingtj@isupward.org


Meet Your Team

• Daniel Yoder

– Sr. Business Consulting

– Financial Specialist

– SBA Lender Products

– Funding Solutions

– Business Acquisition

dayoder@mtu.edu

mailto:dayoder@mtu.edu


Meet Your Team

• Nicole Young

– Marketing Specialist for Portability 
Grant

youngnic@gvsu.edu

mailto:youngnic@gvsu.edu


Meet Your Team

• Laura Marohnic-Regional 
Director

– Growth Specialist

– Export Certified Specialist

– Financial Analysis

– Funding Solutions

– Business Acquisition

lmarohn@mtu.edu

mailto:lmarohn@mtu.edu


The Michigan UP SBDC

Funded through a cooperative 

agreement with the 

• U.S. Small Business Administration 

(SBA)

• Michigan Economic Development 

Corporation (MEDC) 

• Hosting and matching funds from 

Michigan Technological University

Laura Marohnic,

Regional Director

lemarohn@mtu.edu

SBDCMichigan.org
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128 WEST SPRING ST., MARQUETTE (906) 226-2543
101 QUINCY ST., HANCOCK (906) 482-4288

Atty. Laura Katers Reilly

Laura is a graduate of the University of Michigan and

the University of Wisconsin Law School. She

maintains licensure in Wisconsin as well as Michigan.

Laura serves as a management representative on the

board of the U.P. Labor-Management Council, and

has been named a "Rising Star" in Michigan Super

Lawyers. She has a general practice with an

emphasis on management-side labor and

employment law, business law, real estate, and estate

planning.



Michigan EO 2020-24 – Enhancements to State 

Unemployment
• Suspended some regular rules:

• Not required to be able, available, and seeking work

• Work-Share plans approved even if employer requirements unmet

• Expanded eligibility:

• Eligible if laid off for medical reasons self/others COVID-19, symptoms, diagnosis, self-

quarantine of immunocompromised, family care responsibilities due to government order

• Added cost-sharing:

• Layoff or leave of absence “due to COVID-19” (employee must state on application) for 

claims filed 3/15/20 – 4/25/20 will not be charged to employer account

• Employee Benefit:

• Up to $362/week, up to 26 weeks 

• Expires April 22, 2020, likely to be extended



CARES Act – Federal Unemployment

• Expands eligibility:

• Business owners eligible (more on that later) OR

• “Partial unemployment” OR

• Workers with little work history, or low-wage work history OR

• Received Michigan unemployment but exhausted benefits 

AND inability to work for COVID-19-related reasons

• Increases benefit:

• Starting retroactively January 27, 2020 ending by December 31, 2020, up to 39 weeks 

• Additional $600/week, on top of any Michigan unemployment $$



CARES Act - Business Owners Eligible
• Michigan unemployment: Business owners NOT eligible for unemployment 

because not employees: self-employed sole proprietors, independent 
contractors. 

• CARES ACT unemployment: “Pandemic Unemployment Assistance” (PUA): 
Business owners ARE eligible
• “Self-employed”: primary source of income is from work you do for your own business or 

on your own farm.

• “Gig” workers

• Independent contractors

• Show proof of income: 
• copies of recent paycheck stubs;

• bank receipts showing deposits;

• 1099s;

• billing notices provided to your customers;

• current business ledgers, contracts, invoices; 

• building leases



Employer Concerns

• Employee quitting work to get on unemployment?

• Employee makes decision to stay home and “self-quarantine” but there is 

work-from-home to do.  Unemployment?

• Employee was placed on leave of absence and is using paid sick and 

vacation leave.  Unemployment?

• Employee was already out on disability before COVID-19 happened.  

Unemployment?

• Employee stopped coming to work (employer is critical infrastructure) and 

claimed a COVID-19 reason, but offered no health care provider note.  

Employee filed for unemployment claiming COVID-19.  Next steps?



Unemployment Info for Employers

Michigan:
• Expanded FAQ page on Gov. Whitmer’s EOs: 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
Scroll down to “COVID-19 Information”, click “Employers”

• Expanded employer FAQ page on unemployment:

https://www.michigan.gov/leo
Scroll down and click “Employer FAQ and Information”

• Business owners apply for CARES PUA: 
https://miwam.unemployment.state.mi.us/ClmMiWAM/_/

Federal:
• U.S. Dept. of Labor unemployment page:

https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus/unemployment-insurance

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/leo
https://miwam.unemployment.state.mi.us/ClmMiWAM/_/
https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus/unemployment-insurance


THANK YOU 

NOTE: This presentation is for informational purposes only,

and should not be construed as legal advice. Consult your

own legal counsel for specific advice on how the law

described in this presentation applies to your situation.



Questions?
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Mary Myers, Director of Business Development
mary@marquette.org l  906.373.9787

Brooke Quinn, Business Development Representative 
bquinn@marquette.org l  313.434.1191

Ashley Szczepanski, Director of Marketing
ashley@marquette.org l  906.250.0512

Emily Tardiff, Marketing Coordinator
etardiff@marquette.org l  906.241.4710

Megan O’Connor, Outreach Coordinator
megan@marquette.org l  989.513.0148

Need assistance? 

Marquette.org/COVID-19/
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