
 
 
 
 

 
February 2, 2026 
 
Senator Winnie Brinks 
Senate Majority Leader 
100 North Capital Avenue 
Lansing, MI 48909 
Sent: Via email 
 
Re: House Bills 4007 and 4283 
 
Dear Leader Brinks: 
 
We are writing on behalf of those we represent to express our collective support for House Bills 4007 
(Bohnak) and 4283 (Prestin).  The bills are presently before the Senate, having passed the House (82-
27) with significant bi-partisan support.  We are asking that, in the immediate days ahead, you promote 
a vote in the Senate and encourage your caucus to support this critically important legislation, including 
Senator Singh, who we understand is leading negotiations for the Senate on the bills.   
 
The reality of the significance of this legislation to the Upper Peninsula, and why we term it “critically 
important” is reflected in the diverse and substantial nature of the stakeholders who have lent their 
signature (and that of their organization, institution or business) to support this petition.  This is because 
the bills will protect U.P. ratepayers by allowing recently constructed and highly efficient natural gas 
generation (also known as reciprocating internal combustion engines, or “RICE” units) to comply with 
Michigan’s renewable and clean standards until the end of the units’ useful life.  Without this legislation, 
the clean energy standards in Public Act 235 of 2023 jeopardize the reliability and affordability of electric 
power in the Upper Peninsula. 
 
To explain our collective concern about the adverse implications to energy reliability and affordability 
across our region, you must understand the history that gave rise to the RICE units.   
 
In 2013, the U.P. was facing an energy crisis.  The crisis stemmed from the planned closure of the old, 
oversized coal-fired Presque Isle Power Plant (PIPP) in Marquette County. MISO required the plant to 
operate for grid reliability, which required U.P. ratepayers to pay an additional $8 million a month in 
System Support Resource (SSR) payments in place of keeping the coal plant running. The solution to 
this crisis was the construction of the new, right-sized, highly efficient, natural gas fired RICE units that 
came online in 2019. 
 
While the replacement for PIPP was being contemplated, the Marquette Board of Light and Power also 
transitioned from coal to natural gas-based RICE units. As part of a report completed by the Michigan 
Public Service Commission pursuant to the 2023 clean energy law, the MPSC cites that the RICE units 
helped the U.P. electric sector achieve a remarkable 71% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions between 
2013 and 2022. In the same period, according to state data from the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, the entirety of Michigan’s energy sector reduced carbon dioxide emissions by less than 
2%.  Moreover, the MPSC report highlights that these closures resulted in the U.P. eliminating all its coal-
fired generation years before the Lower Peninsula is expected to achieve the same milestone. 
 
We are proud of this achievement, which represents the forward-thinking spirit and approach for which 
the U.P. is known.  We appreciate that the MPSC captured the importance of the RICE units in their most 
recent energy report and consulted with U.P. stakeholders to hear about our experience.  



   
 
However, we are very concerned that without passage of these bills, not only will the financial investment 
that was made in a tailored U.P. energy solution be jeopardized, but compliance with Act 235 will result 
in rate shock across the region on a large scale.   
 
Without added flexibility from HB 4007 and HB 4283, UMERC and Marquette Board of Light & Power 
would need to buy renewable energy credits and build new generation assets to meet customer demand, 
even though their current assets have not yet reached the end of their service life, which when designed 
were expected to be through at least2050.  While the amount of such assets is disputed, it will likely be 
several hundred MW of generation. The capital costs to build these assets will be significant and will 
ultimately be borne by ratepayers. These costs threaten to devastate our economy, as the domino effect 
of losing our largest employers will lead workers and their families to seek opportunities in other states. 
 
We ask that you recognize the importance of the RICE units to the U.P. energy landscape and support 
House Bills 4007 and 4283 to permit these units to operate for their full useful life without mandating 
duplicative generating costs that will increase electric power costs for U.P. businesses and residents. 
 
We thank you and the members of your Caucus for your consideration and look forward to working with 
you and the Senate to ensure this important legislation is signed into law. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding our support for House Bills 4007 and 4283, please call 
Marty Fittante (906-280-7800) at any time as his voice on this issue represents our collective voice.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ (below) 
 
 
cc:  Governor Gretchen Whitmer 

Senator Ed McBroom 
 Senator John Damoose 
 Senator Sam Singh 

Representative Karl Bohnak 
       Representative Dave Prestin 
 
 
Signatories: 
 
Marty Fittante, CEO, InvestUP 
Christopher Germain, CEO, Lake Superior Community Partnership 


